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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 19 March 18 Q^y—for, 

COPY “ of Correspondence between the Lords of the Treasury and the 
Board of Works in Ireland, on the subject of the Restrictions placed by 
them in Ireland , and which do not exist in England , on the Advance of 
Money for the purpose of Building Labourers’ Cottages in Ireland." 



Treasury Chambers,! 
23 March 1863. J 



F. PEEL. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 4 November 1862. 

In reply to your reference of the 3d instant, enclosing a letter from Sir 
Hervey Bruce, objecting to the Treasury regulations contained in the instructions 
for the erection of labourers’ dwellings in Ireland, under the Act 23 Yict. e. 19, 
I have to state, that works to be undertaken under the Land Improvement Act, 
as applied generally in England, Scotland, and Ireland, are confined strictly to 
draining, subsoiling, and fencing lands, which are viewed in the light of perma- 
nent improvements, and consequently power to borrow money under its provi- 
sions is given to tenants for life ; and all borrowers are required to repay the loan 
by 22 annual instalments, at the rate of 6 J per cent. But in Ireland, in addition 
to the works as above-mentioned, power was given to the Treasury, under the 
Act of 13 & l-4.Vict. c. 31, s-Sy-to- -authorise in— certain— Gases the -erection of 
farm buildings, repayable at similar interest, and by the same number of instal- 
ments ; but the expenditure in’ each case was limited to a sum not exceeding 
two years’ annual value of the farm, and also that the owner, under the terms 
of the Act, who may be a tenant for life, should, at his own cost, erect a suitable 
dwelling for the tenant, at an expense not less than half the amount of the loan 
applied for. 

In the same manner, in regard to the power given to the Treasury to make 
loans for the erection of labourers’ dwellings, which from the nature of the 
structures, and the persons who usually occupy them, are deemed to be very 
liable to dilapidation, it has been determined, in order to induce the owner, 
under the Act, to take an interest in the maintenance of the building, to 
require him to expend, of his own money, a sum equal to one-fourth of the 
amount granted in each case. Objection was made, for several years, to the 
principle of lending money for buildings under the Land Improvement Act, 
and especially for the erection of labourers’ dwellings, owing to the apprehension 
that they would not be suitably maintained, especially by tenants for life, and 
the Act was introduced on the understanding that at least one-fourth of the 
sum to be expended should be defrayed by the borrowers; and objections to the 
Act, made on this principle, have been now, for the first time, brought forward 
by Sir Iiervey Bruce. 

A copy of the instructions, prepared by this Board, for the carrying out of 
the several Land Improvement Acts, as approved by the Lords of the Treasury, 
is sent herewith, the last of which relates to labourers’ dwellings, and the 
instructions for the erection of farm buildings are placed next to those for the 
original Act, 10 Viet, c.' 32. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Griffith. 

The Right Honourable F. Peel, m.p. 



1 40, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



2 



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



Labourers’ Dwellings, Ireland, 23 Viet. c. 19. 



Instructions referred to in preceding Letter. 

1. No loans to be made for repairing or enlarging old dwelling-houses. 

2. No loan to be made for a less sum than 200 Z., nor for a larger sura than 1,000 Z. to one 
person. 

3. No larger sura than 60 Z. to be allowed by way of loan for the erection of each 
labourer’s dwelling ; and in all cases the applicant to be bound to provide, at his own 
expense, suitable building materials and labour to the value ot at least one-fourth of the 
whole amount sanctioned by the Treasury for each dwelling, making the entire maximum 
cost 75 Z. 

4. All labourers’ dwellings to be erected according to plans and specifications to be 
approved of by the Commissioners of Public Works. 

5. No instalment after the first to be paid until satisfactory proof be given that a sufficient 
portion of each dwelling has been executed and paid for out of the previous instalment, 
and that suitable building material or labour, to the value of at least one-fourth of the 
instalment, has been also supplied in the manner before stated in aid of the loan. 

6. In all cases, previous to the last instalment being issued on account of a loan, the 
applicant to be bound to erect, at his own expense, in a substantial manner, and on a 
suitable site, a properly drained and sufficient privy for the use of each labourer’s 
dwelling, and that a small inclosed yard has been erected at the back of each dwelling for 
the reception of manure, &c. 

Adverting to the abovenamed Act, and the foregoing instructions, it will be necessary 
for the party applying to furnish the following information to enable the Commissioners 
of Public Works to decide as to whether any and what loan should be recommended in 
the case: 

1. A short report setting forth the facilities of obtaining materials, the distance of the 
proposed sites from water, whether spring or river, and the proportion of materials, such 
as quarried stone, lime, building sand, and labour proposed to be supplied by applicant. 

2. An Ordnance sheet or sheets, having the boundary of that portion of the estate on 
which the dwelliugs_arc to be_nrectcd, defined by a. coloure d margin, and the sites of. the 
dwellings numbered and marked in red. 

3. Plans, elevations and sections drawn to a scale of eight feet to an inch, and having 
the several dimensions correctly figured on them. 

4. Estimates and specifications for dwellings numbered to correspond with plans, eleva- 
tions and sections. 

To assist proprietors who may wish to erect labourers’ dwellings, the . Commissioners 
have appended a few designs and specifications for them, which, though in no way bind- 
ing, may serve as a guide to enable parties to prepare plans, &c., which they may consider 
more suitable, and which will not exceed the maximum cost. 

(signed) Richard Griffith, 

Board of Public Works, Dublin, * Chan-man. 

27 July 1860. 



^Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 17 January 1863. 

With reference to the previous correspondence respecting the objections 
raised by Sir Hervey Bruce to the Treasury regulations, contained in the instruc- 
tions for the erection of labourers’ dwellings in Ireland, under the Act 23 Viet, 
c. 19, I am desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
transmit herewith a letter from Sir Hervey on the same subject, dated the 19tli 
of November last, together with a letter from Mr. Ridley, dated the 6th 
instant. 

I am also to transmit the Minute of the Inclosure Commissioners of the 1 st 
of September 1859, with reference to the Drainage and Improvement Company 
Acts, England. 

Their Lordships request your further consideration and report as to the 
points urged by Sir Hervey Bruce. 

1 am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Public Works, Ireland. (signed) F. Peel. 
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Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 5 February 1863. 

With reference to your letter of tbe 17th January, relating to the objection 
raised by Sir Hervey Bruce to the Treasury regulation for the erection of 
labourers’ dwellings, under the 23 Yict. c. 19, and referring to Mr. Ridley’s 
letter of the 6th January instant, I have to state that it appears from Mr. 
Ridley’s letter that the Inclosure Commissioners in England, in making loans 
for farm buildings, including labourers’ dwellings, do not require the applicants 
to lay out any money of their own ; but under the. Act of Parliament such 
applicants are required to maintain the buildings and to insure against fire ; 
the borrower, in cases of neglect in maintenance, being subject to an action for 
waste ; and the Commissioners, in regard to the second, have power to insure 
the premises if the party have not done so. 

Now, there are no provisions securing the proper maintenance of the build- 
ings contained in the Irish Act, and it was with a view to cause greater atten- 
tion to the maintenance of the buildings during the 22 years to which the 
annuity for the' repayment of the loan would in each case extend that the 
Treasury regulation was introduced, which requires the borrower to expend of 
his own money one-fourth part of the sum required for the erection of labourers’ 
dwellings ; and from my experience of the working of the regulation I am o f 
opinion that the rule should not be broken through. The whole of the loans 
made under the Land Improvement Acts pass through my hands before they 
are forwarded for sanction to the Treasury, and in almost every case I have had 
a special conference with the borrower in regard to the building loans, whether for 
farm steadings or labourers’ dwellings, and Sir Hervey Bruce is the only applicant 
who has objected to the Treasury regulation. No doubt that regulation may 
in particular cases have had the effect of deterring tenants for life from under- 
taking the erection of labourers’ dwellings, not wishing to expend their own 
money for the benefit of the inheritor ; but during his life the possessor of a 
settled estate will reap the benefit of the expenditure in the same manner as he 
will in the case of a farm steading, where he is required to expend out of his 
own funds, not one-fonrthy-btit-one-'third of- the amount of the -loan in the 
erection of a suitable dwelling for the farmer in the event of such a residence 
not being already on the land. Now, this proviso has worked admirably, and 
Ho complaints have been made by any party who has obtained a farm building 
loan. 

I have no observation to make in regard to loans for labourers’ dwellings, in 
addition to those contained in my letter of the 4th November last, further than 
that several proprietors of large estates, situate in different counties, have ex- 
pressed their regret that the loan to be made to any individual should, as at 
present, be limited to 1,000 l. 

I think it may be desirable that the Treasury should make an additional 
order, authorising in special cases a further loan for 1,000 /. for the erection of 
labourers’ dwellings, the final limit being 2,000 l. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Rickard Griffith. 

The Right Honourable Frederick Peel, m.p. 
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